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Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt.
Von Hermann Barge. Friedrich Brandstetter, Leipzig. 1905. 2

volumes.

Th8 most notable of Martin Luther's early coadjutors
was Karlstadt or Carlstadt as we are accustomed to spell
the name in English. Nearly the same age as Luther he
studied in the same university, that of Erfurt. He began
his career as a teacher in the University of Wittenberg in
1505, three years before Luther came thither. Their de
velopment toward the acceptance of new views and the
break with the old church was on parallel lines. Indeed
for some time Carlstadt seems to have been the more
influential and prominent of the two. But Luther was
by far the more powerful personality, and from 1517 on
gradually forged ahead. Carlstadt, however, grasped
the principle of the absolute authority of the Scriptures
earlier and more firmly than Luther. He was decidedly
more radical than his great colleague, and was ready to
do in 1521 what Luther did not do until 1525. This dif
ference led to an estrangement between these two friends,
reformers and professors of the same university in the
early years of the Reformation. Carlstadt was driven
from the university in 1522 and spent the remainder of
his long life at various places as pastor and professor.
He departed from the prevailing Lutheran doctrine on
several important articles and in some points agreed
with the Anabaptists. For this reason he was compelled
to endure untold abuse from his contemporaries, and has
failed to receive from modern German historians the at
tention he deserved. They judged him largely through
the eyes of Luther and hence neglected or abused him.
The present work is the first adequate treatment that
Carlstadt has ever received. It is possibly somewhat
too favorable, though the author does not spare his sub
ject's weakness. The views of Carlstadt are studied in
minute detail in a thorough German fashion which is
sometimes too detailed for easy or popular reading. In
cidentally one sees Luther in a new light which is not at
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all flattering. Henceforth this work will be, at least for
many years, the chief authority on Carlstadt and that
interesting phase of the German Reformation. It is a
contribution to the history of the highest value.

W. J. MCGLOTHLIN.
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God's Image in Man.
By James Orr, D. D. A. C. Armstrong &, Son, New York. HI05.

The Inward Light.
By Amory H. Bradford, D. D. Thomas Y. Orowell &; Co., New York.

1905. $1.20.

Life and IJight.
By George Dana Boardman, D. D. The Griffiih &; Rowland Press,

Philadelphia.. 1905.

The books here grouped as akin in subject matter and
symptomatic of the thinking of the times are sharply
differentiated in manner of approach and treatment.
Broadly speaking they all deal with 'the newest thinking'
of the day, the first with the theological, the second with
the spiritual, and the third with the vital and practical
phase of it. Dr. Orr avowedly sets himself against "the
newer tendency to surrender vital aspects of Christian
doctrine at the shrine of what is regarded as 'the modern
view of the world,'" boldly declaring that in many
respects the Christian view of the world is not the so
called modern view; in fact, is irreconcilable with it, and
that we ought to have the courage to avow this and take
the consequences. Dr. Bradford clearly accepts "the
modern view of the world" and is willing to take the con
sequences theologically; but he calls for an ampler defini
tion and a new application of the law of evolution, and a
new and fuller recognition of "the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." His
book represents and pleads for a renascence of Quaker
ism. The posthumous work of Dr. Boardman is composed
of choice and characteristic thoughts from his writings
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